


     Writing the College Essay

Purpose:

*to present yourself in a way that transcends grades, recommendations, test scores

*to allow insight into who you are and what is important about you

*to demonstrate your abilities for insight, awareness, honestly, and self-evaluation

DO:

*address a talent, interest, thought, passion, observation, or accomplishment

*be sincere, honest, clear, and specific

*discuss something of personal importance

DO NOT:

*describe anything fake, phony, off-beat, in bad taste, or obscene

*discuss anything that is described in other parts of the application

*whine, grumble, complain, grovel, annoy, antagonize





Writing the Essay

1. include an introduction, body, and conclusion.  Don’t say something like, “Hello, my name is Bobby Brown, and I am interested in attending your school.”  Do introduce your essay in a more creative way, such as, “Since childhood, my family and I have been involved in helping those who are less fortunate in our society.” 

2. your paragraphs should include a topic sentence, development/examples, and an ending sentence.

3. start early: prewrite just to put your ideas on paper

4. choose your subject carefully: the more passion you have about your subject, the better your writing. If you are asked to respond to a specific question, make sure you do

5. this is not a time to be modest; brag about yourself

6. consider your audience & what they already know about you: give them something more

7. don’t be afraid to be funny: if you can pull it off

8. share your essay with someone who will provide honest, helpful feedback

9. proofread!  Make sure you don’t have spelling and grammatical errors

10. fill the length requirement: if they say 500 words, write close to 500 words.  If they say 1-2 pages, write at least 1 ¼ pages.  Don’t go over their word or length limits.

11. write like a high school student, but don’t use slang or second person when writing
12.All essays are typed; use 12 Times New Roman and include the word length

Inappropriate words for essays in Ms.Buchanan’s class:
Thing 


Sorta
Stuff


Get/got
A lot


Slang (incl. “kid” and “cool”)
Kinda


Personal pronouns (unless the prompt requires them)
